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Learning to Use Your Dictionary

A. Write the correct definition from your dictionary for each underlined word.

1) Juan lifted the cue from the pool table, lined up his shot, and sank the eight ball in the corner pocket.

A rod used to hit a billiard ball.







2) Alison worked hard to memorize her lines for the play, but she still needed a cue in the first act.

A signal or hint.










B. On the line below, write these 5 words in alphabetical order:

half              hide

help             home

hand


half,  hand,  help,  hide,  home





C. Use the clues in the sentence to decide the meaning of the underlined word.  Use your dictionary to write the correct definition on the line.  Check your work carefully!  Does your definition make sense?

1) Danny’s parents went into the study after dinner to read the paper.

A room to read and write and concentrate.






2) Jim sits on the right side of the room, closest to the science table.

Opposite of left, the right side of the body.






3) The crowd clapped loudly as the bow of the boat crossed the finish line.

The front of a boat.









4) The President met with his cabinet early today.

A group of people who advise the head of state.





D. Turn to the Table of Contents in the front of your dictionary.  Locate the section with information on the 50 United States.

What is the state bird of California?    

The state bird of California is the California Quail.




What is the capital of South Dakota?

The capital of South Dakota is Pierre.
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